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Nigel Twinn and Bill Kenny (October 2017) 

Almost two years since we published it, our website www.sounddowsing.org has been 
updated to include discussion of 'Biocentrism' a concept developed by Robert Lanza 
MD (a biologist and leading light in stem cell research) and the respected astronomer, 
Bob Berman. Nigel Twinn has also reviewed 'Beyond Biocentrism' a book jointly 
wrtten by these authors since we believe the ideas in it are very important indeed to 
any serious discussion of dowsing theory. 

NT's original review is given below. Their web site will now allow visitors' comments 
and we look forward to receiving all of them, whether favourable or otherwise. 

The website that Bill Kenny and Nigel Twinn have been building to describe their 

work on 'Dowsing And The Perception of Sound' is published now at 

http://www.sounddowsing.org. 

The site contains some experiments for readers to try for themselves and also has 

a 'Blog' section to allow further discussion. 

Bill and Nigel sincerely hope that members of both Devon Dowsers and Tamar 

Dowsers will visit the site while adding that they 'need all the help we can get.' 

Nigel Twinn (October 2015) 

Bill Kenny has been a long-standing enthusiast of the work of Peter and May Belt. The 
Belts are a couple from Leeds, who built up a sound reputation for designing and 
constructing high-end, hand-made hi-fi equipment, way back in the 1970s. However, 
during his research work into improving the quality of his audio products, Peter Belt 
discovered that some very low-tech, seriously-unconventional methods of tweaking 
his equipment could radically improve its performance – without adding to its cost. 
Needless to say, he had a brief period of fame in the technical press of the time, 
followed by a similar period of ridicule for his blatantly unscientific methods. 
Gradually, the Belts’ discoveries faded in the glare of the sceptical journalistic 
coverage, but a small band of acolytes, including Bill Kenny, continued to support 
them, because their interventions patently did something positive to the experience of 
listening to recorded music – even though none of those enthusiasts were any the wiser 
as to how these ‘quack remedies’ actually worked. 

Roll forward 40 years to a talk given by yours truly to the Devon Dowsers about the 
work of the highly regarded Northern Ireland dowser Billy Gawn. To cut a very long 
story very short, Billy Gawn has come to the conclusion that when we are dowsing, we 
are finding the information that something is ‘out there’ rather than the actuality that 
it exists. Below the sub-atomic are layers of ‘information’ – and this information forms 
both the fundamental building blocks of reality, as well as providing a workable theory 
for why dowsing as a concept might work. 

It was a light-bulb moment for Bill Kenny, as suddenly he had a potential mechanism 
for how the Belts’ bizarre inventions might work, too. For the last year, Bill and I have 
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been working together – refining one aspect of the Beltian portfolio, and listening to 
the results. 

In a nutshell, the Belts discovered that placing a hand-written label on the outside of 
a wooden hi-fi speaker cabinet ‘clarified’ the sound. No, please read on! May Belt’s 
original labels just stated GOOD SOUND > OK. What Bill Kenny has found is that by 
producing computer generated and rather more sophisticated labels, the effect can be 
increased still further – and by experimenting with locating the labels in other 
positions on various types of audio equipment, the experience for the listener can by 
enhanced yet again. 

For anyone with an essentially rational view of the world around them, all this might 
seem a bridge way too far – as it did for us. Yet it seems to work. In a parallel with 
dowsing the idea seems to work for most people, at least some of the time. It is a very 
real phenomenon for most of us, and therefore statistically significant, yet it has no 
obvious scientific platform to stand on. It just is. 

Again, as with other types of dowsing, we are able to give the potential listener the 
tools to use for themselves, and the outline of the conundrum as we can best describe 
it – and then to ask them (however sympathetic and/or sceptical they may be to the 
idea at the outset) to try it for themselves, and to report their findings back to us. We 
do need the input from others interested in the field. 

We have spent most of this last year not just experimenting, Blue Peter style, with 
typed pieces of paper, affixed with blu-tack, but on trying to tease out potential 
explanations for the enigmatic phenomenon: 

Are we just kidding ourselves? We could be, but it seems too widespread and too easily 
repeatable to require the men in white coats to take us away just yet. 

Is it just auto-suggestion? Well, clearly this could play a part. I am a great fan of the 
placebo effect in furthering the cause of non-chemical, non-interventionist healthcare 
– and we could have something similar operating here. You expect it to work, so it 
does. Yet, this appears to be only part of the story, as it seems to work even when you 
don’t know when the labels are on the equipment or not. However, again much more 
research is needed to bottom out this issue. 

Are the labels having some physical effect? Probably not, and especially as they work 
as well on wi-fi as when they are placed on conventional speaker cables! 

Is the intent of the listener and/or the person who places the labels involved? This is 
certainly a possibility, but it would imply that the labels are quite superfluous – and 
that anyone could just ‘think’ the speakers into operating more effectively, which 
doesn’t seem to happen – although we stand to be corrected. The dowser, Christopher 
Strong, might say that the ritual of forming and placing the labels could reinforce the 
intent of the listener in certain instances. 

As someone with an interest in a more philosophical approach to dowsing, I am more 
inclined to feel that the outcome (the improved sound perception) is the end product 
of how we view the reality around us. In a website accompanying this project, we 



discuss the work of Goethe, Hofstadter, Jung and Sheldrake, amongst others. These 
are all philosophers who worked more with the flow of reality, rather than with its 
component parts and who intimate, within the strictures of the various paradigms of 
their times, that information underpins much of what we take for granted as ‘stuff’ and 
energy. 

Most of the audience at North Hill Village Hall seemed to have an improved perception 
of the music that we played – inevitably, some more than others. Understandably, the 
reaction of the healthy sceptic was a little different to that of the relaxed intuitive, but 
that applies right across the dowsing spectrum, and it is very necessary if we are ever 
to understand our subject. We are all different! 

Many thanks indeed to Bill Kenny for sharing his work and his insights with us. 

Please have a look at sounddowsing.org  sometime soon and let us know what you 
think! The website contains a lot of detailed information, but if I have undertaken my 
part of the project properly, it should be quite accessible for the lay person and the 
non-technical reader. 
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